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Upcoming Events

January 26
Wallace PTO Bingo Night

February 5
Marking Period 2 Ends

February 6
HECAC Meeting

February 7
Pre K Day of Visitation

February 9
Spring Awakening

7:00 PM

February 10
Spring Awakening

2:00 PM

Spring Awakening
7:00 PM

February 11
Spring Awakening

2:00 PM

February 12
Marking Period 2 

Report Cards Distributed

February 13
HBOE Meeting

February 15
Early Dismissal

February 16
Schools Closed-
President’s Day

February 19
Schools Closed-
President’s Day

February 20 - 23
Preschool Parent

Teacher Conferences

February 21
SEPAC Meeting

January 19, 2018

Social Media
Digital Backpack

Facebook
Twitter

Mobile Application

Early Childhood Education
All Hoboken Preschool classrooms learned about and honored Dr Martin Luther King, Jr. over the 
past two weeks.  Students engaged in lessons about accepting differences, tolerance and the life 
of this American Hero.  All lessons were completed in a developmentally appropriate manner and 
yielded a permanent product for teachers to assess student learning.

Nory Rojas, Community and Parent Involvement Specialist, was 
honored at the Board of Education meeting on Tuesday, January 16.  
Ms Rojas has been working in Hoboken Public Schools since 2009.  
In her current role her responsibilities include providing families with 
information so that they may enroll in our stellar preschool program, 
facilitating the enrollment process, interfacing with the preschool 
providers to provide professional development opportunities, 
coordinating parent workshops and community outreach programs 
and leading the placement of close to 900 students in preschool 
classrooms throughout the district.  As Mrs. Rodriguez-Gomez shared 
on Tuesday night, “It is my greatest hope that Nory continue on her 
path of service because she is a natural born leader. It is as Robin 
Sharma shares, “Leadership is not about title or a designation. It is 
about impact, influence and inspiration.” She is a great leader because her work has had great 
impact on the preschool world, she is a great leader because her work had had influence towards 
the improvement of our program and she is a great leader because she has inspired so many with 
her quiet resolve towards greatness.”  Ms Rojas’ hardwork and dedication to the children and 
families of Hoboken is unwavering and we were so happy to honor her at this very special event.

Dear Parents and Guardians, 

At Tuesday night’s Board of Education Meeting, the following students 
and staff members were honored for their outstanding performance 
and work throughout the month of December:  

Students
Hoboken High School  Ricardo Colon, Senior
Hoboken Middle School  Kai Hultstrom, Grade 7
Brandt Primary School  Livia Gelinas, Kindergarten
Calabro Elementary School Emily DeLaRosa, Grade 1
Connors Elementary School Neya Freeman, Grade 5
Wallace Elementary School Paz De La Torre, Grade 5

Staff
Gwen White, Teacher of the Month
Nory Rojas, Staff Member of the Month
Damien Arnone, Staff Member of the Month

I am excited to announce two major milestones for our district that we 
achieved this week. First, Hoboken High School received notification 
that it is now officially one of approximately 1,500 schools worldwide 
approved to implement the AP Capstone™ diploma program―
an innovative program that allows students to develop skills that 
matter most for college success, such as research, collaboration, 
and communication. The program consists of two courses taken 
in sequence: AP® Seminar and AP Research. Developed in direct 
response to feedback from higher education faculty and college 
admission officers, AP Capstone complements the in-depth, subject-
specific study of other Advanced Placement® courses and exams. For 
more information, please click here.

Second, the Hoboken Public School District has moved out of the first 
phase of the Future Ready Schools Initiative after completing self-
assessments for each of our schools, and has been approved to move 
to the next phase in order to receive certification. The Future Ready 
Schools Certification Program is designed to support the organization 
of schools’ and districts’ efforts through the national Future Ready 
Framework to best prepare their students for success in the digital 
age, while fostering and enabling collaboration both within and 
between schools and districts throughout the state of New Jersey. 
For more information, please click here.

We welcomed our Hoboken High School Harvard Model Congress 
students, as they returned this week from their exciting trip to San 
Francisco. After competing for positions on the Hoboken HMC 
team, students spent the beginning of the school year practicing and 
preparing for one of the most prestigious and realistic government 
simulation programs in the country. Hoboken High School students 
worked with Harvard University students as well as students from high 
schools around the world to author, debate, and vote for bills covering 
a wide range of topics including global terrorism, stem cell research, 
school vouchers, and paternity leave. Although the conference 
doubled in size from last year, Hoboken students still earned special 
recognition for their insight, perseverance, and overall improvement. 
We are so proud!

Our nationally recognized theater department has done it once 
again, winning a number of awards at two different competitions this 
month. The Speech and Theater Association of New Jersey hosted 
their annual competition on January 6th, which saw over 600 students 
from 28 high schools across the state in attendance. Hoboken High 
School Students took first place in two different categories, and won 
6 awards altogether. Hannah Mack, Anthony Sparacino and Brandon 
Lyons will receive the Governor’s Award in Arts Education on May 
22nd in Trenton for their first place winning scene, while Anthony will 
take home an additional Governor’s Award for being the first-place 
best actor across the entire competition. Please join me in a round of 
applause for Hannah, Anthony, and Brandon, as well as the rest of the 
students who took home trophies!

1st Place Scene:  Hannah Mack, Anthony Sparacino, Brandon Lyons 
1st Place Overall Best Actor: Anthony Sparacino 
2nd Place Overall Best Actress: Hannah Mack
6th Place Comedic Monologue: Demeara Davenport
7th Place Comedic Pair: Sofia Melfi & Demeara Davenport
7th Place Dramatic Scene: Daniel Safanova & Angel Quinones 

As if that weren’t enough, eight students from the Hoboken High 
School Competition Thespians team won Superior Medal Awards 
at the NJ Thespians Festival last weekend, which will allow them to 
compete against other Superior Medal Award winners from across 
the world at the International Thespians Festival at the University 
of Nebraska in June. Please join me in congratulating and wishing 
the best of luck to our students David Rivera, Hannah Mack, Daniel 
Safanova, Rebecca Weintraub, Demeara Davenport, Andrew Moya, 
Anthony Sparacino, and Sofia Melfi! 

On Friday, Hoboken High School hosted the annual Hudson County 
Theater Day. Schools from all over Hudson county came to Hoboken 
High School to learn from professionals in the field. Students began 
the day together for a brief introduction, before choosing their 
workshops for the day. Workshop selections included script analysis, 
playwriting, improvisation, and audition techniques. It was a great 
opportunity for our students to meet with other students who share 
the same interests, and to learn techniques that will help them as they 
look toward college and beyond.

I want to extend a special thank you to our Mayor, Mr. Ravi Bhalla 
for speaking to our students as part of the PGP Lunchbox Lecture 
series this afternoon. Mr. Bhalla discussed a number of topics with 
students and teachers in attendance, including the challenges and 
opportunities of running for mayor as a minority, a typical day in 
the life as mayor of Hoboken, and some of his plans for the future, 
before opening up the floor for questions from our students. It was an 
inspiring lecture, and on behalf of the Hoboken High School staff and 
administration, we are very grateful Mr. Bhalla was able to take time 
to visit with us.

Please also join me in congratulating our district’s Spelling Bee winners 
for this year!  We wish them the best of luck as they progress in the 
competition beyond Hoboken.

Hoboken Middle School:  Julian Guerra, Grade 7
Calabro Elementary School: Raine Sayaan, Grade 4
Connors Elementary School: Jaiden Soriano, Grade 4
Wallace Elementary School: Hayley Dobson, Grade 5

As you may or may not be aware, our boys and girls varsity basketball 
teams took first place in the Weehawken Holiday Tournament! The 
Redwings are still soaring. We look forward to their continued success 
on the court!

I want to wish out 5th and 6th grade musicians the best of luck as they 
continue preparing for participation in Chamber Day on January 27th 
at Montclair State University. This is an exciting opportunity for young 
musicians to learn chamber pieces, make new friends, and perform 
for their family and peers! Students will be coached by professors 
and students from the Cali School of Music. Chamber Day also 
features a professional guest performer, a West African drumming/
singing/dancing workshop, and a composition class for all students to 
participate in. Stay tuned next week for more information! 

For district information, program updates, and upcoming events, I 
encourage you to take a look at our new Interactive Calendar! Inside 
you will find important program highlights and resources, contact 
information, and more! This calendar will be updated throughout the 
year, so be sure to check back often. In addition, we have posted a 
website tutorial for those having some difficulty finding information.  

As always, be sure to connect with us on our social media platforms and 
download our mobile application, where we publish updates in real-
time for your convenience. Follow us on Twitter @HobokenSchools, 
like us on Facebook www.facebook.com/hobokenpublicschools, and 
download our app on your Android and iOS devices by searching 
“Hoboken School District” in the Google Play Store and Apple Store.

Sincerely, 

Dr. Christine Johnson
Dr. Christine Johnson
Superintendent of Schools

New HPEF Initiatives
Become a Donor

www.hobokenpef.org

Guidance Department

The senior class at Hoboken High School has now surpassed $9 
million dollars in college and university scholarships.  The Class of 
2018 is well ahead of last year’s record-breaking pace. We are very 
proud of the 92% of the senior class that have applied to colleges and 
universities so far, and we are looking forward to seeing that number 
grow over the coming months. 

Hoboken High School students have been taking advantage of a new 
platform for earning scholarship awards. RaiseMe is a social enterprise 
focused on expanding access to higher education, especially among 
low income and first generation students. Rather than waiting until 
the end of high school to earn scholarships, which is often too late 
to impact a student’s college ambitions or choices, RaiseMe enables 

students to earn scholarships throughout high school, starting as early as 9th grade, for doing all 
the things that best prepare them to succeed, whether that’s getting good grades, volunteering in 
the community or joining an extracurricular. You can find more information here, and we encourage 
you to contact your child’s guidance counselor to get started!

Please be sure to check the 2017-2018 Guidance Calendar for all of our upcoming college visits, 
student and parent workshops, and events.

Click here to learn more about Hoboken High School, our different academic programs, clubs and 
sports!

The District Website

Our website is the best place to find all of 
our District resources, contact information, 
upcoming events, and everything else you 
might want to know about the Hoboken Public 
Schools. 

Using the link below, you will find detailed 
information on how to navigate the website and 
find exactly what you need. This index will be 
updated regularly, so be sure to refer back often 
to find out what’s new!

Navigating the District Website

Hoboken High School
Featured School

Hudson County Theater Day

Schools from all over Hudson county came to Hoboken High School to learn from professionals in 
the field. Students began the day together for a brief introduction, before choosing their workshops 
for the day. Workshop selections included script analysis, playwriting, improvisation, and audition 
techniques. It was a great opportunity for our students to meet with other students who share 
the same interests, and to learn techniques that will help them as they look toward college and 
beyond.

Big thank you to presenters Ryan Huban, Andrew 
Baldwin, Douglas Taurel, and George Cameron Grant 
pictured above.

Project Lead The Way: Biomedical Science

The Biomedical Science students at Hoboken High 
School continued their studies into the different body 
systems last week. Most recently, their exploration 
turned to the anatomy of the eye, and they dissected 
cow eye balls!

Theater Department

Our nationally recognized theater department has continued their string of excellence, winning a 
number of awards at two different competitions this month. The Speech and Theater Association 
of New Jersey hosted their annual competition on January 6th, which saw over 600 students from 
28 high schools across the state in attendance. Hoboken High School Students took first place 
in two different categories, and won 6 awards altogether. Hannah Mack, Anthony Sparacino and 
Brandon Lyons will receive the Governor’s Award in Arts Education on May 22nd in Trenton for their 
first place winning scene, while Anthony will take home an additional Governor’s Award for being 
the first-place best actor across the entire competition. Please join me in a round of applause for 
Hannah, Anthony, and Brandon, as well as the rest of the students who took home trophies!

BRAINOUS Flyer

Middle School Expo Flyer

As if that weren’t enough, eight 
students from the Hoboken High 
School Competition Thespians team 
won Superior Medal Awards at the 
NJ Thespians Festival last weekend, 
which will allow them to compete 
against other Superior Medal Award 
winners from across the world at the 
International Thespians Festival at 
the University of Nebraska in June. 
Please join me in congratulating 
and wishing the best of luck to our 
students David Rivera, Hannah Mack, 
Daniel Safanova, Rebecca Weintraub, 
Demeara Davenport, Andrew Moya, 
Anthony Sparacino, and Sofia Melfi! 
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